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GASPE AHOY ! THE "S.S.LADY HEAD

FOREWORD

Before the building of the railway from Matapedia
to Gaspé and the improvement of Gaspesian roads for travel
by motor vehicles,the best route for travel to Quebec,
Montreal and Upper Canada was by sea via the Gulf and River
St.Lawrence. Indeed it is well within the memory of living
Gaspesians that ships of the Clarke Steamship Co., such as
the "GASPESIA" and "NORTHLAND" maintained regular passenger
and freight service from Gaspé Basin to Quebec, Montreal and
the Maritimes. When such service ceased,Gaspesians lost a
long-established and convenient way of travel along the

scenic seaway of the St.Lawrence.

In recall of such travel by sea in an earlier age
"GASPE OF YESTERDAY" presents herewith an account of a voyage
on the "S.S.LADY HEAD in 1862. Writing under the pseudonym of
"TOURIST", James McPherson LeMoyne embellishes his story with
the insight and literary ability acquired from long experience

along the St.Lawrence and in Gaspesia.

The extracts that follow, relating particularly
to Gaspesia, are but a part of the record of travel from Quebec

to Halifax and return.
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~ ROYAL MAIL LINE.

| QUE‘B]D(D TQ .
- Gaspe, Paspebiae, Dalhousis, Mira-
michi, Shedlao and.Pictou.. .

S ——————

THE POWERFUL FIRST. CLASS NEW
Iron Scrow Steamen LADY HEAD,” W.
' DAvipson,  Master,, . will';leaye ATKINSON’S.
zWIIARF on TUEhDAY ;15th . of -June, and
EVERY SECOND TUESDAY thereaf:er atb
FOUR o’clock P. M., touchmg at . the above
places going and returnmg

BATDS OF PASSAGD AND FREIGHT.
.y 1st ~ 2nd. Frelght
. class class. per~pbl
Quebec to, Gaspe, R $1,2 00 $4.00- 50.cents,"
do. to Paspeblac 13 OO 5.00: .50, «
do. to Da,lhousm, ..15,0n.,6.00. .50
do. to Miramichi, ° ©18.00° 7.00 “50 _ ¢

‘do. toPicton, - - 20.00 8.00 50 -«
Same charges ﬂom above ‘ports to Quebec

All baggage at the. risk of owners thereof, .

‘Berths “not secured until paid for dt the
Office,. = - !

Shlppers are 1equeste"l to ha,ve thelr ﬁelght
at 6, A.M., en the wharf, and their entnes pass-
ed'at’ the Custon House befme noon on the
day of sailing.

For further pattionlars apply to

. BUTEAU, Manager,
Atkinson’s Wharf St James Stw
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Lower St. Lawrence,

Duebet to Balibag,

GASPE AND PICTOU.

[

| To which 1 appended Mr. Wood’s desctiption of

THE RIVER SAGUENAY

ALSO,

'LEGENDS OF THE ST. LAWRENCE, 5

AND

ALL ABOUT FISHING,
&e.,, de.

QUEBEC :
BRINTED AT THE ‘ MERCURY' OFFICRE,

ndnamainniny

1862,
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PILIASURE TRIP TO TII]4 LxULl*
O ST. LAWRENCE.

———— it

J‘/z" Bathing Places—1Itine bccncw—-—-(ﬁapc Chat
—DPrince Alfred aboard—-_ ‘he Pierced Rock—
Fishing Buys— Cowst  towns—Charlottetown—
The Prince reluras to iiis Ship—Pictou—Down
in the Coul Mines—Stage Coach over Mounl
Tom o Truro—Ruailwuy jaunt to Halifex—
The Relurn.

Steamship ¢ Lady Head,”

{ Off Anticosti, 17th July, 1861.

Mu. Foiror,—Itor a delightful and invigorat-
ing trip let me commend to your readers the
castward tour by the Lady Hcad or the Ara-
bian, both vessels sailing from Quebec on the
alternate Tucsdays for the lower ports, touch-
ing first at Gaspé and lastly at Shediac, and
the former going to Pictou, and rcaching tho
latter point on Saturday, after duc allowance
for ordinary detentions oun the way, and re-
turning to the city on the following Saturday
in time to deliver mails on board of the out-

,, Wald gomg steamship for England

Those persons who do not cire (o relunie

by the same route, ov whose husiness or plea-

sure {ix their (l(_,.stnmtlon clsewhere, can take

Cthe Y Furopean and North American Railway”

_cms at Shediae for St. John, New Brunswick-
trains running both ways twice a day and get-

Aing through in five or six hours, the Tength of
“the voad being 108 miles. This line comes
“down tothe end of the wharf, for the conve-

nience of the shipping which furnish its chief
traffic. Passengers have therefore but one-
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step to make and they arc on as cxcellent a
line as is to be met with on the continent,

At Pictou again a regular, comfortable and
speedy communication is kept up by mail coa-
ches to'T'ruro, distant 40 miles, and thence to
Halifax by the ¢ Nova Scotia Railroad,” which
conneets Ialifax with the northern coast by
~the main line to Truvo, distant 61 miles, and
~with the Bay of F'undy by the Windsor ]nanch
| leading to Windsor, distant 45 miles. The

“time occupied in the overland transit from
Pictou to Halifax is less than twelve hours, of
‘which one hour is spent at T'ruro, an oxcccd-
1ngly pretty location, where the change from
Btage to rail; or vice versa, takes place, and a
goodl’ mcnl ma.y bo had, 'J‘ho fare between the

e\tt‘eme pOmts' four dollars is certainly rea-
sonable A

Bidding adicu to Quebee on T ucsdu) at four
p.m., (after having taken the precaution to call
at Mr. Butean's office, near the wharf at the
foot of St. James stlcet, and sccurc our berths
several days in advance,) we were agreeably
surprised to find among the passengers a large
proportion of townspeople, including a sprink-
ling of fair ladies destined for the bathing
resorts below Riviere du Loup. There were
threc or four priests going to the country mis-

,310119, and two nuns on their way to Charlotte-
‘town. The presence of agrecable friends adds
to the enjoyment and benefit of a trip of this
~duration, whether the voyage be made for
health or for pleasure, or business alone.

As soon as the last bell had sounded and
fricndly cscorts had got off the stcamer, we
found those Indics and gentlemen remaining
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aboard were numerous cnough to occupy
almost cvery available berth in both cabins,
It is hut vight to say the first movement of the
vessel entirely dispelled our prejudice against
the screw, the engines driving her steadily
through the water at the rate of twelve to
thirtcen miles an hour. In a short while the
prepossessing face of the cngincer, Mr. Bm-;
bour, who with Captain Davison the present
Maqtm of the stcamer; superintended her con-

Tsiruction in the celebrated yard of Napier at]
({lasgow, induced us to descend to the engine
'room. Like the rest of the ship, cverything,
around and about the furnaces and boilers is
constructed of iron, and iron gallerics and |
stairs enable the visitor to inspect the works f
with perfect safety at all hours of night or day,
during the progress of the vessel. The engines
ave different from those of our other river or
lake steamers, being on the oscillating prin-
ciple, so called from the cylinders rocking to
'and fro, so as to accommodate themselves to
‘the motion of the crank by which the shaft or
axis of the screw is made to revolve. This
pecu]nuty is discernible cven looking from
fthc main deck, but the high finish of the
'whole 1‘11:u,111nc1), which has never nceded
repair since it was first made, entitles it to a

closer inspection, and gives full confidence

in the safety of the vessel. A friend of ours,
expericneed in such matters, pronounces the
Lady Head decidedly stronger in construction
and a supcrior sca-going steamer to cither of
her larger companions, the ¢ Queen Victoria”
or the ¥ Napolcon.” Captain Davison brought
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her across the Atlantic, in scven days and six
hours from land to ]and, and his quahﬁcatmn |
,for her command may be inferred when we
' 'statu that he has spent bis days on the wﬂr
for the last live and twenty years,  He is, fur-
| ther, a native of Pictou,

We had a full complement of steerage pas-

sengers on the forward aeck, between thirty.
and forty. Scveral were ship-carpenters, sent:
down with materials to Gaspé B asin, to aid in
pulting in order a ship there that had suflered
damuage.  Others were Norwegians, to be fol-
lowed next trip by more, arrived out in the
~same vessel from Lurope, but too numerous to
to be taken all at once, more cspecially as
4 the sailor prince” was tOJUm our passcngers
‘at Gaspé, on his way to Prince Edward’s Is.
land,—a slight deviation from the usual course
before making the lust port, Pictou. The next
of tho notable forward passengers was a vener-
-able warrior in the person of a color-sergeant
of the Royal Canadian Rifles, destined with his
family to land at Ch.ulot*ctown where the
rumor runs that the barracks ulthu to vacant
are about to Le occupicd by two companics of
troops.

Forgetting till under weigh, that several of
our-party, as Canadian citizens, were stocke
holders in the ship, we soon had the pleasure
of cracking a bottle of claret to the success of
the trjp, and to our noble selves in par ticular,
I note this to indicate “that due provision s
made for the comfort of ¢ the inner man,” and

& want expressed is at once supplied.
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— The oft deseribed scenery in the vicinity of
f(gllcl)(zc may be safely omitted here, consider-
Eiing the extent of the map we have yet to pass
over. Montmorenci was glanced at, the city
soon lost to view, thie channcl south of Orleans
passed by, the islands below it to ¢ the Pil-
Jdars ,” the revolving light on that rock ; and
Ainally the double light off St. Paul's Bay,
‘closed the first day’s observations.

'I'he sccond day, we passed Bie; and Rimouski,
then Father Point, Metis and Matance,  About
sunsct Pointe des Monts, the last head land vis-
ible on the north, was seen fading away in the
distance amid beautiful white rolling clouds,
which feathered the northern horizon., The
lofty cliffs of the -south coast line are here-
abouts the chief object of attention. Scveral
beautiful sketches might be made, as bay after
bay is discloscd to view, though the speed of
the stcamer changes the outlines of the picture
ns fast ag they can be drawn,  With but few
cxceplions the hills are everywhere clad in
green from bage to summit, and though pre-
senting no striking feature, the dchrsity of
their positions and clevations at many points
enpecially  near the mouths of Lthe vatious
little rivery, is remarkable. At “onc place, off
the Gaspé coast, a range of Jofty hills or moun-
tains runs in line with the shore, @ sccond
range considerably higher and more distant
than that outside, while away inland, rises a
still.lofticr range overtopping both the others. .
On o rather ruggoed portion of the face of the
highest and furthest of this triple row, a narrow
cataract of foaming waler resembling o monu-
ment of snow, capping the intervening fir
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topped hills, puzzled us to decide its real
character. Again and again it was hid as we
moved, till at the last glance with a good
glags, it was decided to be a perpendicular
thick vein of quartz, of which numerous
horizontal thin veins were obscrved on each
side. T'he effcet of this extraordinary natural
phenomenon was  very Dbeautiful amid the
surronnding scenery, though it would require
very clear weather as on this occasion to
attract special attention.

The first landing place, Gaspé, or rather the
ehtry therceto was rcached on Thursday the
Ith, ot 3 a.m. The firing of the steamer’s
aun and the bustle nnd noise of preparing Lo
Jand roused most of the passcugers, many of
whom wete anxious to see the Basin.

The extent of the fishing trade iu bl

‘ncighborhood nlone may be imagined wheir
‘we state that Messrs, Robin & Co., of Gaspé:
flmy Chaleur, have 17 schooncrs and 154
lishing-boats alloat, and ecmploy 3,500 men in,
Alheir fishing operations. Another firm, Messrs.,
Bouthillice DBros., have 12 vessels, mxd 169
Loants, and employ 2,500 wmen, '

Wilhin the last three mondlas, sonrething
over 500 vessels have visiled Gaspé Basin,
rwhile 44,676 acres of land have been sold in
that district, since the establishment of the

Elxuu Port. Over 400 Norwcgian cmigrants{
have arrived in the course of the season, direct
{rom Norway, and have ccttled in dJHewnt
localities throughout the county. Another:

‘vesgscl s expoeted to arrive this autumn wwhg
two Dbundred sctllers.  Scyeral new and ex-
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tensive wharves are in course of construction

. : ¢ 3y . . N }
at the Basin, while a number of others have!
been projected. Houses and stores arc being
erected everywhere, thus giving the most
sntisfactory and convincing evidences of pro-
gress and prosperity. The lead mine, in the
county, has become the property of a number:
of Norwegians, onc¢ of whom was formerly cm~i
ployed in the silver-mines of Konsberg. Their
vegearches havoe been extremely successful 3

‘quite o nwnber of rich veins of lead ore have
Deen discovered 5 and there is every indication
ol a valuable deposit of the metal. “Praces of
icom'wr are numerous and seem Lo indicate that
it may be found ir cousiderable quantitics.
U'he oil wells are the scene of active operations,
and works of considerable magnitude are now
progressing with a vicw to facilitate the work-
g of this great natural wealth,

Prince Alfred’s ship, the provincial steamer
“Queen Vicloria,” hove in sight before 5
o'clock, proving that the cexanmple of his
his royal mother’s noted punctuality to time
in observing cngagements, has not been lost
on her children. "Mhe ¢ Queen Victoria?
stcamed steadily along the bay, giving us
time to land and receive passengers and
freight, DLefore she got fairly in. She then
came alongside of us, and the Prince and his
governor, Major Cowell, with the Governor
Ueneral, Col. Byng, &c., were scen on deck,

"We learned that the fishing excursion of the
distinguished party to the Mingan had been
highly successful, and that the sailor prince
caught both the first and last of the pisvn%ry
4 kings” taken during the sojourn. They cn-
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camped in the woods with but two attendants,

~and went to the hoats early every morning for

five or six days, taking trout, salmon trout

~and salmon, in fair quantities. The Governor

caught thirtecen in all; and, that being the
largest nuiber taken by any one of the party,
the Prince persevered till his take approached
within two of the number, and on the day of
departure, he squared the account by captur-
ing the other two,  The party suffered mueh
Crom 1y bites,but the weather thronghout their
stay was, \Vlth a few hours’ exception, magni-
ficent. On leaving the Mingan river and

Islands, the Queen Victoria steamed dircetlv

south, rounding Anticosti, and at West Point,

en passant, the party dropped lines witht

pork bait to attract the attention of the cod
fish that abound in this region. A quarter of

‘an hour or thereabouts was thusspent in vain,

and, darkness coming on, the steamer was
ordered to proceed. Iis Royal Highness
looked the picture of health as he came aboard
the Lady Head ; on shaking hands with the

“Governor to bid him  farcwell, tears were ob-
served to come into the boy's cyes, showing his

Kindly disposition,
En route from Gaspé to the Daie de Chaleurs,
the coast presents numerous interesting fea

L~

_i;m'cs the first and most Prominent of which

is the headland west of Gaspé Bay, which ters
minates in a perpendicular cliff overhanging
a lofty colnmu of rock, styled «The Old Wo-
man.”  Its outlines are more distinguishable

on coming out of the bay than on cutering it.
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Proceeding castward and keeping close to the
shore, the steanmer passes a long low line of
shore, faced with red sandstone; indented in
various ways by the sea.  And outside of tho
channel, we moved by a beautiful Little island,
formed cntively of the same material, and worn
by the water into the shape of urns or sar-
cophagi ; in some parts the superincumbent
masses being upheld by but a narrow neck that
must sooft yicld to the friction of the angry
waves. Thc.Variously marked shores thus give
aslight indication of the remarkable formation
next about to be witnessed.,

T'wo sketches decomipany this letter. The
first was taken off Cape Chat, which we thought
of sufficiently striking a character to put on
paper;it also serves’as a kind of halfsway mark
between the familiar resort, River du Loup,
and the next stopping place Gaspé, and is, be«
sides, right opposite Pointe des Monts, the last
north land scen, where the river widens into
the Gulf. T'he second represents the Pered,
Rock, which is a curiosity of itself worth mak.
ing the trip down from Quebece to sce.

Pcercé is so named from the picrced rock in
front of it. Just before the stcamer’s gun fires to
warn the inhabitants of ouv appronch, the
traveller's attention is attracted to the numer-
ous caves in the sandy cliff lining the shore, and
soon after there stands right across the vessel’s
path a massive, upright, square looking rock,
some five hundred feet in length and probably

Chalf as high, with a natural open archway
leading clear through its outer extremity and
showing the watcer’s surface for half-a-mile on
the other side! This is called Percé rock,
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Paspebiae is reached in o short time after
leaving Pereé, and, judging by the prospect

afforded from the steamer’s deck, it is undoubt-

cdly a most agrecable spot to choose for o
summer stay. The land rises from the Day,
and the habitations form a continuous Jine for
several miles, all equally distant from  the
shore and all commanding a cheerful view of
the doings along the bay and its margin,
Its harbour is formed by a long spit running
out into the Bay, and making a natural break-
water. Threc or four vesscls were at anchor
here—~—one of them an American,

The weather was fine and we saw both shores
as we stecered westward up the Day, towards
Dalhousic, at the mouth of the Restigouche
River, where a considerable lumber trade is
carricd on. About a dozen ships were anchor-
ed here, taking in timber for the EKuropecan
markets, and we met three going out and two
coming in, onc of them a Norwegian ship
waterlogged.
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PHE LEGENDARY LORE OF THE
ST. LAWRENCE,
BY
J. M. LEMOINE.

Methinks the spirits of the brave,

Who on thy banks have found a grave,
Still linger loath to fly ;

And on the moanings of the gale,

Strange shapes ride forth all cold and pale,
Unscen by heedless cye.

Oft in mine cars hath darkly rung,
Their solemn requiein softly sung,
Mysterious, deep and chill ;
And dying oft, come back again
-~ In sweet, uncarthly, ghestly strain,
The mournful night winds o’er the hill,
K. K. K.

The shores and islands of our mighty
river, in addition to the interest they awaken
ag important sources of commercial and agri-
cultural wealth, are invested with no ordinary
attraction for thc naturalist, the a,nthuarmn
the historian and even the tourlst in quest of

pleasure or of hcalth,

Tnr Grxtvs or Prrcr’ Rock.

In the distance one discerns the fanciful
rock called I'ercé Rock, § so often described.,
At present it is chwﬂy remarkable as being
the breeding place of the gannct, the gull;
and the cormorant : the white plunmtrc of |
the gull contrasts agreably with the wculure
‘which clothes its summit, inaccessible toman.
A romantic story is told by the hshcnnm
residing at Pcecé, about a phantom having
‘been scen during a storm on the I’ercé Rock.:
1t is known as “Iec - Genic de I'Ile Percé "g
‘the date of its existence runs beyond the m(,-’
;mory of man. Itscemsdiflicult to imagine tlmt’
any living thing, save the snowy ;:u,nnch thd
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Dblack cormorant or the silvery gull, should,
cver  have sought a  footing on 'thllii
lolty rock. A German  novelist H'llgll‘
‘have considered it a ﬁttu'lgi !;*hrone for _t lui‘.i
storm-king, wherefrom rejoicing, he migh |
look dcfiance at the mnorthern blast. I.tf
is likely that the foundation for thlsE
legend is about as subst{mtml as, but noi
‘morc so than, the one which gttaches tova‘;
point ncar La Magdelcine, and knpwn to tl;e ;
Canadian nevigateurs as ¢ Le Braillard de la|
Magdeleine.” Itrefers, I believe, to someawftl-lll
shipwreek, which took place, before ﬂw_bt!
Lawrence was 1it and buoyed. A futher and
mother, amongst crowds of others, here found
a watery grave. Their infant son, by some
miraculous interposition of lhis guardian
angel, (a5 o pious old resident informed me,)
was safely washed ashore. Whether in this
case the gnardian angel assumed the form of g
Newfoundiand dog, or the more ortho-
dox appearance of a winged cherub, tradi-
tion has failed to say ; the darling. boy was
safely landed on tho pebbly beach, and soon
made it voeal with his gricl and moans for thoe
oss of his best friends. 1lis infant wailings,
blended with the swelling storm, struck the
|ear of some belated fisherman whose hoat was
passing the entrance of the river. Ilence the
name “Le DBraillard de la Magdcleine 37
the noise is still heard in stormy weather,
and  may Dbe  very naturally explained,
either by the action of tho surf  vrolling
into hollow caverus along the Gaspé coast, and
which has astonished all observers, or by
shelving rocks over which the waves moan
like an unquiet spirit. It would be doing
an injustice to my venerable and pious
cicerone, werc I to conceal the fact that sha
‘admitted,  albeit hesitatingly,  that the
 moanings of the ¢ Braillard” might Le caused
by the action of Ligh winds on two largo
 bines which overhang a neighboring cape, and
_whose trunks grate ominously on one another.
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| Alas! alas! for the marvellous! tentle
‘reader, you have your choice of these
lexplanations. When our Canadian Mon-

Ctedl,  LPADLE Ferlund,*  shall have com-
pleted his patient and laborious researcl.es
about the primitive times of Canada, one
will be able to dete mine the exact amount of
truth and fiction which form the component
clements of the legends of the St. Lawrence.*
*The Soirées Canadicnnes for October, 1861,

contain the following passape ;—

‘“ We are, says 'abbé I'erland, opposite tho

River Magdeleine, famous in the chronicles of
the country, for ghost storics connceted
with it.

- Where is the Canadian sailor, familiar with
“this coast, who has not heard of the plaintive
sounds and doleful cries uttered by the Brail-
dard de la Mugdeleine?  Where  would you .
find a native scaman who would conscnt to
spend a few days, by himself in this locality,
wherein a troubled spirit seeks to make known
the torments it endures?  1s gt the soul of a
shipwreeked  mariner asking  for cheistian
burial for its bones, or imploring the prayers
of the church for its repose ? Is it the voice of
the murderer condemmned to expiate his crime
onthe very spot which witnessed its commis-
sion? . . Toritis well known that Gaspé
wreckers have not always contented them-
sclves with robbery and pillage, but have
kometimes sought concealment and impunity
by making away with victims,—-coxwinccd,;"
that  the tomDb s  silent and  reveals
not its secrets.  Or clse, is this the celebrated
Devil’s Land mentioned by the cosmographey

Thevet, where according to him, Roberval (in
1542) abandoned his nicce 1a Demoyselle Mar-
guerite with her lover and with her old Nor-
man Ducnna. The ancient chronicler places
this land somewhere, in the Gulf of the St.
Lawrence, and relates that after the death of
her two companions the Lady Marguerite, had
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to contend with devils, whounder the disguisc
of white bears, tried to frighten her with their
claws and their growls. On this legendary
topic, Thevet might have found a match in
onc of our sailors, who certainly knew naught
of the Lady Marguerite, but was particularly
well posted in all matters referring to the
Braillard de la Magdeleine. Ie felt ill at case
in this neighborhood and whistled for wind,
were it even contrary : anything to him scem-
ed preferable to remaining in the vicinity of
the Braillard. (Log of the schooner Sarah, dur-
ing her trip from Quebee to Gaspéin 1836.)

Care D'ligroln.

Cape D'Espoir, where Inglish  vessels
met  with an awful fate, would also fur-
nish a most harrowing tale, wlerein truth
would appear still more strange than
fiction. Itis said that fragments of the ves-
scls were driven by the surf on rocks, scveral
feet over the level of the sea: so violent was
the storm. 'T'he spirits of the departed are
said to be still seen by the maviners at dusk,
flitting nbout the shores ; likely, some of those
Irnes fuluiy, which in former days led to the
inhabitants ot the Island of Orleans receiving
from the tarmers of the south shore of the Nt.
Lawrence, the unenviable name of ¢ Sorciers
de I'Ile d’Orlcans,” which they retain to this
day, says Professor La Rue, of the Laval
University. N -
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REp IsuaAND REEFr—CApT. BRULOTTE.

The tourist is requested to cast a glance, as
he passes, on that treacherous ledge, called
Red Island Recef, so dreaded by inward bound
vessels., One of the first who suffered from it
was Iimery De Caen, who in 1629 on his way
to Quebec, then in poscssion of the English,
got his vessel aground on it, in attempting to
weather Pointe aux Alouettes. Amongst
many memorable disasters, a singular ship-
wreck occurred there in September, 1846, that
of the brigantine Gaspé Packet, owned and
commanded by Capt. Brulg_@tg,_ of Pointe
Levi.

Wnuck or rur (aser’ Packer.

- The Gaspé Packet had left Percé, with a
A{ull cargo ; o brisk casterly wind, gradually
freshening into o gale, made the ohl hrigantine
fly over the billows like a sea bird, "The wind
‘was increasing fast, and as it was the 20th
Sceptember, the autumnal equinox could not
‘be far off. The mate, on passing Percé
Rock had noted the sea fowl clustering in
crowds and uttérmg their loud and discordant
clamour MDp_}@fh’ ledge, as the brigantine
fscudded by @ nsure presage of an impending
storm as he had obscerved to the captain,
Onward came the good ship, until the roaring
of the tempest in the rigging, made it neces-
sary to shorten sail ; the main sail and the fore
topsail were double recfed accordingly, and
every thing was going on smoothly ; the night
was dark, it was true, but the wind being fair
it was merely nc’cossm‘y to head the ship for
Qucbee, and forty- eight hours morec would sce:
the C‘uspc Packet, in its snug harbor. Iiarly
next morning thc unmistakeable tokens of]
the coming stoxm were observed. A drizzly rain!
drenched every one to the skin ; drifting cloudm
and the picrcing cry of the pctrcl bade the old,
mariner to prepare : it was the cqmuoctmlf
gale, which came howling over the great deep.
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Presently the sharp voice of the commander!
was heard, ordering a sailor to go on the bow-
sprit and clue down some of the tack]g which.
Tad got loose ; after some {ruitless citorts, h.cE
informed the master, ie could not perform his,
task on acccount of the violence of the wind:
the captain, with an oath, ordercd him to come
and take the helm, and sprang forward to!
sccure the tackle.  While so engaged and
whilst bending over thc bowsprit, he was
‘struck by o huge wave which submerged the
Dbow of the DBrigantinc and the ncxt min-
wte he was scen on the crest of a billow, ut-
Hering loud ceries for help. The Uaspd Packet’
Ii was immediately hove to ; an attempt made to
Jower a boat, but it was swm/np,ed. and broke a-
"drift. Carried onward by the relentless storm
on went the old Brigantine leaving her trusly!
commander to his awful fate. Aftera i'cwi
struggles, e sank to his long rest ; des-
pair scems to have laken possession of the
minds of all on board. 0ld Brulotte had ever
TDeen the soul and leading spirit of the Gaspé
Packet 3 ag ill luck would have it, he had
shipped anew crew of very incompetent hands.
The shades  of  evening  were closing in;
‘the weather, hazy and wet, but the wind was’
st fuirv  alas ! for o stout heart and carceful
eye to pilol the forlorn bark, on her homeward |
course 1 The mate was so awe-struck by tlxe;
suddenness of the catastrophe, that he very
nigh lost his reason : he retired helplessly to!
‘the cabin, to pray ; a sailor was placed at the
wheel and onward sped the brave vessel.  Old
‘Brulotte scems to have had a crew, however
well grounded in temperance principles, very
superstious and totally devoid of that sclf re-
Tiance and nautical knowledge for which Ca-
madian Cubolewrs arc so conspicuous. 'T'error
is contagious, and asg soonas darkness descend-
«ed on the troubled waters, down came the
stcersman and at his hecls the cook, vowing
that a Dblack object, (probably a petrel
or cormorant) which they were certain
was the captain’s ghost, had passed over
the brig.  Once sailor alone scems to have
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Teen froe from these vain fears, but nob bmflga’l
familiar with the coast, he found he was quite;
hewildered by the rain and darkness and allow-
cd the Ga,sp('; Packet to tauke 'h(:r own (‘oumc,‘j
merely keeping her head straight. A few hours,
hud thus passed, during which some heavy
scas struck the vessel, drenching and sweeping
herdeck and flowing profusely in the cabin,
where the mate and rest of the crew were
engaged in prayer, when, without & moment’s
warning a terifie cvash was heard and the fore-
mast went overboard: the vessel had struck
on Red Istand reef: the roav of the suef and
the dim ontline of the land soou revealed the
awlul foct,  FProwm that moment hopescems to
have fled from the breasts of all the crew, ex-
cepl from the sailor who had charge of the
wheel, The brigantine had not been stranded
many minutes, when a huge wave washed
over the deck, inundating the cabin which
was rapidly filling. 'The intrepid steersman
rushed  below and  bLeard the voices of
his fellow men requesting him to join in a
vow to La Bonne Sle. Anne, the patron-saint of
mariners, for their deliverance from immediate
death, Whatever may have been his faith in
that supreme moment,the brave seanal, con-
sidered it as a part of his duty to do his
utmost to help himself and knowing that the
vessel would go to pieces in a very few
minutes, he seized hold of one of the hatches,
ticd himsclf to it and watching for g
coming wave, he allowed himself tp float over
the side of the ship. Awful musthave been his
suflerings during that dreadful night. The
-ebbing tide, in spite of the wind, floated his
frail raft towards the north shore of the St.
Lawrence and the returning flood then drifted
it to the opposite side of the river, where
he was discovered the cusuing  morning.
Life scemed cextinet but some kind-heart-
cd  Canadiany, after a great deal of exer-!
tion, restoretl the sufferer to  conscious-
‘ness s he was delivious tor several days and
cmuch cmacinted and weak with suffering ; he







STEAMERS

SKETCH OF A SMALL PASSENGER
STEAMER OF APPROXIMATELY THE
SAME ERA OF THE S.S.LADY HEAD.
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